The Superpowers and the Middle East
for the uplifting of the spirit of the peoples, then the United States
must make more evident its willingness to support the independence of
the freedom-loving nations of the area.
V
Under these circumstances I deem it necessary to seek the cooperation
of the Congress. Only with that cooperation can we give the reassurance
needed to deter aggression, to give courage and confidence to those
who are dedicated to freedom and thus prevent a chain of events
which would gravely endanger all of the free world.
There have been several Executive declarations made by the United
States in relation to the Middle East. There is the Tripartite Declara-
tion of 25 May 1950, followed by the Presidential assurance of 31
October 1950, to the King of Saudi Arabia. There is the Presidential
declaration of 9 April 1956, that the United States will within con-
stitutional means oppose any aggression in the area. There is our
Declaration of 29 November 1956, that a threat to the territorial
integrity or political independence of Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, or Turkey
would be viewed by the United States with the utmost gravity.
Nevertheless, weaknesses in the present situation and the increased
danger from International Communism, convince me that basic United
States policy should now find expression in joint action by the Congress
and the Executive. Furthermore, our joint resolve should be so couched
as to make it apparent that if need be our words will be backed by
actkm.
VI
It is nothing new for the President and the Congress to join to recognize
that the national integrity of other free nations is directly related to
our own security.
We have joined to create and support the security system of the
United Nations. We have reinforced the collective security system of
the United Nations by a series of collective defense arrangements. Today
we have security treaties with 42 other nations which recognize that
our peace and security are intertwined. We have joined to take decisive
action in relation to Greece and Turkey and in relation to Taiwan.
Him, Hie United States through  the joint  action of the President
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